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George Colley led to three separate defeats consisted
altogether of less than 11 oo men. They were
wasted in attacks on strong positions in the hills,
and at Majuba Hill a portion of them were sent to
occupy ground of which they knew nothing, sur-
rounded by an enemy in superior force, whom they
had neither cannon, Catlings, nor rockets to dislodge.1
Such defeats, however creditable to the Boers who
inflicted them, could not have affected the issue of
the campaign. The English forces within striking
distance of the enemy were overwhelming, and
must have dispersed the insurgents, if a peace,
politically defensible, but more remarkable in its
surrender of military honour than the capitulations
of Kloster-Zeven or Baylen, had not been hastily
rushed through by the British Government.

It has seemed important to discuss this question
of defence without defiance at length, because if
there be any organisation by which a great State
can secure itself from attack, without spending large
sums on its army and navy, and using up many
years of its subjects' lives in forced service, there can
be no doubt but that the wisest statesmanship will
adopt it ; and in that case the military influence,
which is essentially absolutist, would be withdrawn
from politics. What, however, we have to anticipate
is, that every State will have to be constantly on its
guard against dismemberment or subjugation ; and
this not only as now, but more than now, because
some new States will have been formed, or even
more, because some old ones will have become very
formidable. If, however, the industrial requirements
of old States have led to something like State

1 Bellair's Transvaal Wart chap, x,
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